
SAINT DAVIDôS 

Visions 
 

Mission Statement 
As a visible sign of Godôs presence in the world, St. Davidôs Church is a welcoming and diverse com-

munity of disciples, actively serving Christ in one another and all those beyond our doors 

SEPTEMBER 2011 
 

 

 

                  Reunion Sunday 

       September 11 

 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 

9:15 am Choir Rehearsal 

 
                                                   **** PICK UP YOUR PACKET ***  

                                         Time and Talent Form and Booklet 

                                                    2011-2012 Calendar 

                                        Up-to-the-Minute Parish Directory 

 

10:15 am Holy Eucharist & Church School 

 

POTLUCK REUNION BRUNCH 

Celebrating 50 Years of Caring & Sharing 

(973) 838 -  6696   www.stdavidskinnelon.org   david.desmith@stdavidskinnelon.org 



  On My Heart and Mind  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From David DeSmith, Rector 

 

The Great Reunion and Collaboration 
 

 

 

 

 

A great reunion is planned for Sunday, September 11 when we gather back from this summerôs 

wanderings.  We hope it will be just like a family reunion with time to catch up with one an-

other sharing stories of the crazy, hazy and lazy (hopefully) days of both hot and wet weather.  

The reunion of both our choir and church school will take place on that day as well.  Our wor-

ship will include special prayers to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the 9-11 terrorist 

attacks.  A potluck brunch will follow the second service which resumes its usual time at 10:15 

A.M. 

 

A great collaboration is planned for this day, too.  That is because we will be receiving our 

time and talent commitment forms and booklet which describe all our ministries.  As usual we 

are being asked to offer ourselves in a great collaboration with God in our ongoing mission of 

ñbuilding bridges with the living Christ.ò  At the top of that commitment form you will see 

these words: ñWhatever you do best is what God needs most.ò  I hope you will think and pray 

on those words as you make your choices of how you will offer your time and talent to God 

through the ministries of St. Davidôs Church.  The ingathering for our time and talent offering 

is Sunday, September 25. 

 

Together with you in Christôs ministry, 

 

David + 
 

 

 

 
(973) 838 -  6696 parishadmin@stdavidskinnelon.org  david.desmith@stdavidskinnelon.org 



FOYER KICK-OFF DINNER 
ñFoyer dinners are an opportunity to expand your circle of friends and acquaintances, try some 

new food, and share stories.  For the church as a whole, spending a relaxing evening over a 

nice meal helps to build the worshipping community.  The experience of worshipping together 

on Sunday, attending church events, and participating in worship teams is enhanced as people 

become more familiar with each other.  The more people you know, the richer your life.  And 

the dinners themselves are a very nice way to spend an evening.ò 

 

St. Davidôs annual FOYER kick-off dinner will be held in the parish hall on Saturday, Septem-

ber 24, at 6:00 p.m.  BYOB (wine, beer, non-alcoholic) - everything else will be provided. 

 

There is a signup sheet in the narthex.  The deadline is September 18 or contact Nancy Ward 

by email (nancy_ward@anserve.com) until September 21.  Be sure to bring your calendars and 

contact information for scheduling!  Even if you canôt be there on the 24th, please indicate 

your interest in participating so youôll be included in the scheduling. 

READERS CIRCLE BOOK DISCUSSION 

GROUP 
October 3rd Book Selection 

       The Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 

       By Jamie Ford 

       St. Davidôs Skylight Room, 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

The Readers Circle Book Discussion Group resumes the reading year on October 3rd, with a 

wonderful book authored by Jamie Ford, who has written a WWII-era Chinese-Japanese varia-

tion on Romeo and Juliet, about two thirteen-year old best friends.  Both a love story and a 

family story, it explores the conflicts between father and son, war and peace, hatred and toler-

ance.  Amid the chaos of blackouts, curfews, and FBI raids on the West Coast, families are 

swept up in evacuations to the internment camps.  Though life changes, hope endures.  The  

Seattle-based saga takes us from 1942 through 1985. 

 

Newcomers are welcome to join us on Monday, October 3rd, 7:30-9 p.m., in the large skylight 

room.  The discussion (with snacks!) will be led by Sondra Odian.  Watch for the reading list 

for the remainder of the year in the next VISIONS.  The Readers Circle meets on the first 

Monday of each month, October through June.  Everyone is welcome to join in on the conver-

sation.  For questions contact: readerscircle@stdavidskinnelon.org. 



ñTake Noteò 
September is here and summer is gone.  Where did it go? It feels like last week we were recognizing the Sun-

day School and Choir and here we are welcoming them back!  I think itôs great.  The start of the program year 

is one of my favorite times as we come back from our vacations rested, renewed, and full of new ideas. 

 

This summer I have had some new ideas come to mind as well.   Starting in September we will be training 

members of our choir to be cantors in order to lead the congregation in the responsorial psalm, the Gospel ac-

clamation, and other music throughout the service.  Another item will be that the communion/meditation 

hymn will not begin until after everyone has received and so we will have a new place for a short choir an-

them or solo, and also it will give opportunity for everyone to join in the communion/meditation hymn. 

 

Something which has been on my mind since I began as your Music Director is: Why don't we have any youth 

or young adults involved in our music program?  One of my beliefs is that our youth are our future and we 

must nurture and teach them so that one day when we are gone they may continue our traditions.  With that 

being said, I would like to announce the start of a new program called ñYoung Singersò.  This will be open to 

our young people age 14 and above to join our Senior Choir.  I also continue to ask those youth who play an 

instrument to offer a Prelude, Postlude, or communion anthem.  Over this coming year I would also like to 

open a dialogue about starting a ñJunior Choirò. 

 

On a personal note, for the past few years I have worked as a freelance musician and entertainment agent.  As 

the economy has suffered, so have I.  It has been a difficult time financially and emotionally.  Which at the 

beginning of June forced me to start looking for full time employment in addition to my part-time position as 

your music director.  Finally, after a lot of applications, resumes, interviews, and praying, Apple Computerôs 

Retail Division offered me a job in sales with enrollment in their management training program.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity and I look forward to making this step in my career.  However it will be affecting my 

time here a little.  I will unfortunately not be in attendance for ñHomecoming Sundayò due to a lock-in train-

ing requirement for the position.  I will also have to attend a mandatory quarterly Sunday staff meeting,  Oth-

erwise it will be business as usual for me at St. Davidôs.  Thank you for understanding. 

 

So letôs get started in making our Joyful Noise together. 

Here are some important upcoming dates: 

Thursday, September 8thðChoir Rehearsal resumes 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, September 11thðChoir will be vested and in church. 
Ian Witthoeft 

BOOK STUDY STARTING SOON!  

 

A six-week book study for adults will begin on Sunday, September 18, from noon to 1:00 

p.m., in the large skylight room.  The book is ñLost Christianities: The Battles for Scripture 

and the Faiths We Never Knewò by Bart D. Ehrman.  Those who wish to  

participate should purchase the book very soon, in order to read the first two chapters  

for the first session.  Two chapters will be covered at each session. 

 
Average Attendance 

August 2010       August 2011 

53                                                                                            39 



SAVE THE DATE!  

Saturday, October 15 is the date!  Bidding and social hour start 

at 5:00 p.m.; dinner at 6:30; bidding ends at 8:00.  Last yearôs 

caterer is returning! 
 

TICKETS WILL GO ON SALE SEPTEMBER 11!  The cost is 

$30 for adults and $5 for children (12 and under).  BYOB.  Soda 

and water will be provided.  You can purchase tickets after both 

services on Sundays or in the office Monday-Friday,  

9:00 a.m.ð1:00 p.m. 
 

This is our major fundraiser for the year and we need everyoneôs support! 
 

-Here is a list of ideas for items: 

 - Use of a vacation home for a period of time 

 - Tickets to sporting events 

 - Wine or Liquor baskets 

 - Food baskets 

 - Family entertainment basketsðmovies, gift cards, popcorn, etc. 

 - Family game basketðPopular family games 

 - Book basket - some bestsellers, a curl-up blanket, a booklight 

 - High-quality antiques or collectibles 

 - Gourmet meal or catering services 

 - Candle basket 

 - Death by Chocolate (no explanation needed!) 

 - A new baby basket 

 - Homemade itemsðquilts, blankets, etc. 

 - Service project (raking leaves, cleaning windows, airport chauffeuring) 
 

There will be a signup sheet in the narthex.  All donations must be received no later than October 9! 
 

When putting together baskets, please keep the following in mind: 

Attractive baskets/items bring in the most money. 

Please provide a description of the items in the basket , the total value, and donôt forget to include your name! 

If you arenôt sure how to arrange the basket, just bring the supplies and one of our expert basket makers will 

put it together for you. 

If you are donating something that is for pickup or use later, please be sure to include a detailed description 

and pictures! 

Make sure the items are first quality and unused, unless it is an antique or otherwise specified. 

Get creativeðhandmade items are always a plus! 

Any questionsðcall Mary-Stuart Hawk. 
 

PEOPLE ARE NEEDED! 
 

To help make baskets; prepare bid sheets; help the day of the event; help clean up! 

Sign up in the narthex! 

October 15 will be here before we know it! 



 

 

 

 

 

¶ DINING AT DAVIDôS hostsðSteve and Kathy  Kent/Jay and Joan Ludwig; Tom and Sta-

cey Ferraro; Brian and Linda OôConnor; Bruce and Patty Watts and all the sous-chefs.  It 

was another successful year! 

¶ MORNING PRAYER ON AUGUST 14ð8:00 Service leadersðPolly Barker and Caroline 

Mossip; 9:30 Service leaderðStacey Ferraro; preacher at both ServicesðJavier Nieves 

(another splendid message). 

¶ ST. PAULôS SHELTER ñsaintsò - cooks Mary-Esther Arther, Polly Barker, Cathy Fisher 

and Ellen Temple; servers Tom Snyder and granddaughter; Jeanne Wertheimer.  A special 

ñthank youò to Polly, who stepped up to the plate and co-ordinated this special outreach 

program. 

¶ SUBSTITUTE SEXTONS Harry Barker, Ray Crane, Mike Odian, Bruce and Patty Watts, 

Tom Snyder and especially Brian OôConnor , who co-ordinated during the Armstrongsô 

well-deserved vacation. 

¶ THE VOCALISTS who graced our summer services with their talentsðHarry Barker, 

Kathy Kent, Joan Ludwig and Ian Witthoeft. 

¶ EVERYONE who provided us with iced tea, lemonade, and delicious ñnibblesò following 

the 9:30 Service during the summer. 

¶ THE SHUTTERBUGSðSondra Odian, Marty Stanton and Caroline Mossipðwho took 

photos (without wrinkles!) for the up-coming new parish directory. 

¶ EMILY MASON who, after more than twenty years, has retired as co-ordinator of coffee 

and iced tea/lemonade hours.  What dedication!  Brenda Reinhard and Harriet Stewart will 

be filling those very big shoes! 

Vestry Notes 
From the meeting of August 18 - 

 

¶ Because of low enrollment the three weeks of the summer Mad Science program were can-

celled.  We would have realized $1,500 in rental. 

¶ The 2012 time and talent commitment form and the 2011-2012 events calendar were ap-

proved. 

¶ Received the report from the Stewardship Commission. 

¶ Approved May 5, 2012 for the Bike Tour 

¶ Recognized and thanked Emily Mason for all her years of devoted service. 
 

Budget vs. Actual for Period ending June 30, 2011 

Receiptsð$17,371 / $15,137  Disbursementsð$17,721  / $15,118 
 

Budget vs. Actual for Period ending July 31, 2011 

Receiptsð$17,366 / $16,714  Disbursementsð$16,523  / $16,259 

 



R.i.s.e. mission trip  

BON VOYAGE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEADING HOME! 



R.i.s.e. mission trip  

 


